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Environmental Statement 2011 - 12
Introduction

UPSU continues to be as environmentally friendly as possible and works in partnership with the University to conduct an annual environmental audit of our building and processes. This feeds into our Green Impact Submission to NUSSL and helps the University with its People and Planet submission and the ISO14001 audit.
Last year we were awarded the Silver standard in our Impact submission and have been working hard this year to better this and achieve a gold. 

Key initiatives.
We now have access to metrics on our utility use and can demonstrate a reduction in use over the past 3 years, but we are not complacent with this and are still looking at ways of reducing energy use and thus our carbon footprint. This will include a heat exchange system from the bar cooling to provide warmth in offices.
Waste from the building is collected by the University as part of our lease arrangements, historically they have not separated out the tonnage from our building but this will be happening over the course of the next 12 months allowing us an opportunity to set targets for recycling. We have introduced a recycling station within the venue now and are monitoring the success of this. Offices are already using desk-top recyclers and a series of central locations for collection of waste.

Biodiversity on the campus is something that UPSU is looking to improve in partnership with the University. There is already the garden space outside our building which supports hedgerow, moorland and seascape planting which attracts an array of insects, but we want to get ideas from our members on other places they would like to see this kind of initiative. Bird boxes are being sourced to encourage wrens and robins to nest in specific locations on campus near to their food sources. This is being funded by the ‘Green Miles Tax’ we have taken from staff, clubs and societies who have used vehicles for Union business over the past 2 years.
This year we are planning the biggest Green Week awareness campaign ever, with events including an Eco-Fayre, a WEEE Amnesty and an opportunity ro reduce plastic waste on campus by purchasing and using a ‘One Green Bottle’ water bottle which we have been selling in our shop.
UPSU Impacts / Areas of Improvement
We have annually written an environmental aspects and impacts register which will be presented to Parliament sub-committee for discussion and approval. From this actions to improve will be agreed. (copy available)
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